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Humbly  Infcribed  to  the  Reverend 

Dr.  D  esaguliers,  L.L.  d: 


Chaplain  to  his  Grace 

The  Duke  of  Chandosl 


AND 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Socktyl 

Recommended  to  the  Pertifal  of  the 
Inhabitants  in  the  City  and  Diocels 
of  Bristol# 


By  Tohn  Taylor,  Surgeon  and  Ocu- 
lift,  Profelfor  of  Midwifry, 
late  Surgeon  in  St.  Thomas's  Holpi- 
tal.*—  Next  Door  to  the  Bup-Tavern 
in  Corn- Street y  near  the  Tolzey^ 


Briftol.'  Printed  by  the  Widow  P^MnjBookfeller, 
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A  LETTER,  sec. 

Corn-ftreet,  Briph 

C  T  R  T!0V.  19.  1729*. 

Avitiff  had  the  Honour  of  Your  perfonal 

on  the  Subjea-Matter  of  th.s 

».  Letter:  You’ll  pardon  my  Liberty 

laving  It  1  y  g  Reafoning,  that  tbe 

SfwoX 

clcl^anS  I  Obferve  in  order 
;o  introduce  my  informing  Je)'detennin’d 

relre  I  l^bolr  under,  which 

“pTars^o  S=  from'  the  general  P^P^™"' 

T,hoy« 

:e{nty  to  ufe  my  Effort  in^removing  nious 


'*•  "t  .* 


C  "4  ] 


nious  Suggeftions,  which  in  ail  probability  m'uffli 
detrad^  froip  that  Charader  I  endeavour  to  Efta-^ 
bliHi. 

In  order  to  efFed:  which,  it  appears  neceflary  to 
puWilh  iny  Sentiments  of  the  Caufes,  that  gave 
Origin^fb  this  received  Opinion  ^  which  if  impar¬ 
tially  cbnfiderM,  I  flatter  my  Iblf,  will  be  of  fuf- 
ficient  Force  to  fecure  me  from  thofe  Confeqiien- 
ces  that' mull  othcrwifc  naturally  be  the  Event  of  j 
them."^ 

From  thefe  Confiderations,  Sir,  I  thought  it  in¬ 
cumbent  nn  me  to  obferve,  that  the  Motive  whichp 
induced  them,  were  my  being  convinced  of  the:^ 
variety  of  Difeafes,  that  daily  prefent  in  that 
publick  manner  of  Pradice,  more  particularly, 
thofe  of  Blindnefs  :  And  having  (confequcnt  on 
the  general  Approbation  of  a  Diflertation  of  the 
E  YE^  I  publifli’d  about  Two  Years  fince)  deter-^- 
min’d  to  republifli  that  Treatife  with  Additions,, 
together  with  fome  Branches  of  Surgery,  that  B 
had  wrote  in  order  to  publifh:  But  being  confci- 
qus  of  my  own  Inability  in  fupporting  fome  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  them  from  Pradice^  and  wanting  to; 
poffefs  an  immediate  Opportunity,  I  knew  of  no: 
Method  fo  efFedual  as  by  being  prefent  a  few 
Months  with  a  Gentleman  who  followed  that  Me¬ 
thod  of  publick  Pradice,  to  remark  fuch  Cafes  as 
preTented  under  his  Care. 

The  Succefs  of  which,  added  to  the  various 
Opportunities  1  before  polTefs’d  in  general  Pradice„ 
with  the  Affiflance  of  a  regular  Education,  has 
encourag’d  me  t’o  write  pradical  Difeourfe  s  orhe 
following  Subjed?^  which  in  a  fliort  thn?  wHl  bp: 

readyi 


I 

ready  for  the  Prefs,  and  fliall  be  publifti’d  with 
all  pofhble  Converiiency,  Vi&. 

A  Treatife  of  the  General  Wfeafes  of  the  Eye, 

*Vtflxh  zheiV  ccfbci  *  T' n  naJhich  'ZAaj  U  he 

added^  Their  Method  of  Cure^  founded  on  Expe¬ 
rimental  Obfervations* 

A  General  Treatife  <?/Midwifry,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  VraHice^  founded  on  Experience* 

A  Dijfertation  on  the  Stone  in  the  JJ^nary 
Pafages^  with  Remarks  on  my  own  RraBice  in  the 
fever al  Methods  of  Operating  r  And  alfo  a  Jhort 
Difeourfe  of  the  Ufe  and  Abufe  of  Bandages. 

lam  not unfenfiblc.  Sir,  how  peculiar  this  Man¬ 
ner  of  Introducing  ihy  felf  to  the  Favour  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  this  Country  may  in  general  ap¬ 
pear,  but  I  have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  on  a  can¬ 
did  Refledion  of  the  Caufes  above  cited,  the  judi- 
ous  Part  of  them  will  grant  me  their  Prqtedion. 

And,  I  hope,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty 
will  put  no  falfe  Colours  on  the  Defign  of  this 
Epiftle,  by  unkindly  infering  that  I  have  any  fe- 
cret  Advantages  depending  on  it,  or  that  I  have 
any  View  of  detrading  from  their  deferving  Cha¬ 
racters  *5  it  being  too  evident  to  want  any  immedi¬ 
ate  Proof,  that  ’tis  as  foreign  from  my  Sentiments 
of  Juftice,  as  it  is  from  my  prefent  Intention. 

It  being  only  to  lay  a  juft  Foundation  for  their 
Efteem,  as  well  as  for  the  general  People’s ;  la 
hopes  of  appearing  worthy  the  grateful  Appella¬ 
tions  of  a  Brother,  and  a  Friend* 


And 


Ln 

And  that  I  may  be  defended  from  the  Corife-’ 
quences  of  this  Declaration,  I  believe  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  as  it  is  generally  recei¬ 
ved  as  an  undoubted  Certainty,  that  Love,  Ho¬ 
nour,  and  Fraifc,'  arc  the  molt  valuabte  Blelfirjgs 

in  this  Life,  when  the  Produft  of  juft  meritori¬ 
ous  Aaions  :  And  it  is  evident,  thefc  are  the  on¬ 
ly  equitable  Ways  tP  acquire  thefe  natural  pleaf- 

ins  Ornaments.  «  .  •  • 

How  then  can  it  be  an  Error  to  be  Ambitious 

of  thein,  when  the  Defire  of  them  muft  arife 
from  the  moft  perfed  Commendation  that  a  moral 
Man  is  capable  of? 

Th  □s,  Sir,  have  I  concifely  obferved  the  Mo¬ 
tives  that  obliged  me  to  publifli  thefe  Obfervati- 
ons,  which,  if  they  fhould  concur  with  Your 
Sentiments,  they’ll  be  fufficiently  powerful  to  re- 
ciiablifh  that  Character  I  fhall  endeavour,  in  every 

Scene  of  my  Padice,  to  be  deferving  of. 

And  if  I  have  committed  any  unknown  t  ault 
in  this  Epiftle,  I  muft  Apologize  for  it  in  the 
Words  of  a  Great  Man  on  this  Occafion,  There 
are  ffavs  he)  fome  Rules  and  Duties  belonging  to 
Place,  Time,  and  Perfons,  which  are  not  attain- 
able  by  the  force  of  Ingenuity,  and  which 

teaches  us  without  any  Trouble:  Jf  I 

by  the  Faults  they  commit  in  this  kind,  before 

they  are  wed  inflruaed,is  to  pafs  Judgment  of  them 

by  their  Nails,  or  the  Curl  of  their  Hair^  tis 
making  a  Judgment  in  which  we  Jhall  one  Day  be 

'^^To  vlich  I  muft  add,  that  as  there  is  no  other 

way  of  proving  the  Capacity  of  any 

is  to  be  deduced  from  his  Language  and  his 


,  '  [  7  ] 

•—An  impartial  Judgment  therefore  of  the  former, 
can’t  but  be  the  moft  conducive  Introdudion  to 
the  latter,  which  will  demonftrate  his  Capacity,  if 

not  his  Virtues. - It  being  certain,  that  for 

want  of  the  common  Peoples  having  Ability  to 
Judge  of  Caufes  from  Effeds  ^  they  Judge 

Indolently,  and  with  prejudice  of  Effeds  j  and  in¬ 
advertently  apply  their  own  canies.  ■  'Which 

erroneous  way  of  Judging  has  been  the  undoubt¬ 
ed  Reafon  of  the  promoting  of  Empiricks  in  all 
Sciences  ^  —  while  Men  of  Letters  and  Tnduftry 
are  obliged  to  apply  to  their  Philofophy  for  a  Re¬ 
medy,  and  have  little  more  to  fupport  the  Demands 
of  Nature,  but  what’s  owing  to  an  extenfive  Ca¬ 
pacity.-—  Whilft  the  other  enjoy  what  they 
only  know,  —  Senfual  Pleafures. 

'I  am,  ' 

Sir  j  with  all  Rcfpcd, 

Your  obedient,' 

ft 

humMe  Servant,' 


t 


{ 


John  TAirt-OR^ 


I 


E  8  ] 


rp.  s. 

SIR, 

HAving  been  infotm’d  that  fomc  Perfons  have  in- 

finuated,  that  they  are  dubious  of  the  Power 
^  po^IcfV  txj  icvcrat  cranchcs  ot  my 

Frofeflion. - -I  thought  it  proper  humbly  to ob- 

ferve,  that,  if  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  or  any 
other,  (whether  they  have  Authority  to  enquire,  or 
not)  be  defirous  of  being  convinced  of  the  Certainty 
of  it,— -either  by  doing  me  the  Honour  of  a  per- 
fonal  Conference,  or  by  any  other  more  general  Me¬ 
thod  :  —  lam  with  all  Humility  prepar’d  to  give 
the  Judicious  and  Candid  part  of  them  Satif- 
faftion  in  that  Particular,  even  to  a  Demonflrati- 
on,  by  producing  thofe  Titles  of  Education,  as 
will  (1  humbly  believe)  fufficicntly  defend  me 
from  the  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Suggeftion. 


I 


